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Join the protest rally on September 18, 2009
at the United Nations Headquarters in New York

Venue: Ralph Bunche Park, 1 Avenue, between 42" and 44" Street
Time: 10:00 am to 1:00 pm

Dear Bangladeshis and international friends!

Bangladesh now faces a grave challenge in the form of the climate change. Though
Bangladesh does not have any role in bringing about climate change, ironically it is
expected to be its worst victim. Climate change is going to affect Bangladesh adversely
in many ways, among which are the following:

e Due to its low elevation, a large part of the country will get inundated as a
result of sea level rise, causing millions of people to lose their habitat and
livelihood and forced to exodus.

o Rising sea level will cause salinity to intrude deep inside, disrupting
agriculture and vegetation of the country.

e Melting of the Himalayan glaciers will dry up the rivers completely in
winter, while excessive rainfall in summer will aggravate flooding.

o Extreme weather events, such as cyclone, tidal bore, etc. will increase in
number and scope affecting Bangladesh, particularly its coastal districts.

e Temperature increase will cause disease and epidemic to spread further.

Altogether, climate change is an existential threat to Bangladesh and its 150 million
people.

To create pressure on the international community to stop climate change and to
provide assistance to Bangladesh to confront climate change, a large Bangladeshi rally
will be held on September 18 (10 am - 1 pm) at the UN Headquarters (Ralph Bunche
Park, 1" Avenue, between 42™ and 44" Street) in New York on the eve of the annual
UN General Assembly session.

All Bangladeshis and their international friends are urged to join this rally and help
save Bangladesh from the climate change havoc. Non-resident Bangladeshis played an
important role in supporting Bangladesh’s Liberation War. They can play a similar
historic role in saving Bangladesh from climate change.

Bangladesh Society, New York (BSNY),
Bangladesh Environment Network (BEN), and
Different regional, professional, social, and other Bangladeshi
Organizations



